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August 5, 2026

Katherine Joyce
Agent, Bucksport Mill LLC
kjoyce@bernsteinshur.com 
via email

RE: Request for Additional Time for Consultation in Supplement to Consultation Report for Petitions for Release from Dam Ownership, #L-31353-36-B-N

Dear Ms. Joyce:

The Maine Department of Environmental Protection (Department) is in receipt of your supplement filed on August 3, 2026; following Bucksport Mill LLC’s June 17, 2026, request for an extension, which the Department granted on June 26, 2026; after the Department’s December 19, 2025, request for a supplement of the Consultation Report originally filed on October 10, 2025, in accordance with 38 M.R.S. § 902(4-A).

The Department appreciates the additional information provided by Bucksport Mill LLC regarding the ongoing negotiations and transaction documents with the Town of Bucksport and the Watershed Districts. In Bucksport Mill LLC’s supplement, you state that the parties are largely aligned on terms, drafting is well underway, and discussions with the Town of Bucksport and the Watershed Districts are active, and you request that the Department extend the consultation period until November 3, 2026, to address the rights of Bucksport Generation and Maine Water Company and finalize the contemplated transfers of the Silver Lake, Alamoosook, and Toddy Pond dams.

The Department also received an email from the Town of Bucksport outlining the following updates regarding the Silver Lake Dam: the Town will hire a qualified operator, funded by Bucksport Mill LLC, to manage daily operations before taking ownership; the Town expects the final water easement revision to be completed by the end of the week; ongoing negotiations with the Maine Water Company are expected to conclude by the end of August; and the Town plans to put the dam acquisition on the November ballot, provided all agreements are successfully in place.

Given the additional information provided on the progress of consultation thus far by both Bucksport Mill LLC and the Town of Bucksport, and the apparent likelihood of an imminent transfer of the three aforementioned dams, the Department provides Bucksport Mill LLC until November 20, 2026, to provide a final written update on the status of the Consultation Report required under 38 M.R.S. § 902(4-A).

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to me at (207) 219-9563 or Laura.Paye@maine.gov. 

Sincerely,
[image: Signature]
Laura Paye
Hydropower Coordinator, Bureau of Land Resources
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